But there is another negative influence which acts almost as powerfully on their limited mental consciousness. T hey refuse absolutely to admit that'' the Everlasting has fixed His canon 'gainst self-slaughter," and that the murder of themselves is as distinct a crime as the slay-.
ing of a fellow-creature. The fact that the law has defined it as such, with a decision which causes every would-be suicide who has failed in his attempt, to be assigned to been the principal person among that group for a long time, and she determined that she would be so again? for one day at least. She would arrange a lugubrious scene at which they should all be compelled to assist, and to speak her name with bated breath and sad recognition of an object of their admiration gone prematurely from the world. She went to her room and wrote a letter to her mother, in which she told her that her dead body would be brought home from the river next morning, and she charged her by all the love and indulgence she had ever shown her to carry out to thestrictest letter the directions she now proceeded to giveher. She was to fix the girl's funeral for the day and hour which would best accomplish the purpose that had sent her to her death. She was to write a separate letter of invitation to her burial, for each one of the young men who had been her admirers till her obnoxious rival appeared. She gave the name and address of each with the utmost care, and besought her mother, as a last act of kindness, to insist upon the appearance of every one of them at her interment, in terms which would make it impossible for them to refuse ; and with that, for no other reason, she took leave of all her relations and of life itself.
She placed the letter where her mother could not fail to find it, and then went out and most effectually drowned herself in the nearest river. Here,, then, was this girl of blameless moral conduct, of good capacity for work and usefulness, possessed of sufficiently pleasant qualities to be an agreeable inmate of a happy home, who might have been a cherished wife and glad mother of well-loved children, who flung away the whole rich promise of her future to gratify, by anticipation only, the inordinate vanity which filled her whole being to an extent that drove from her thoughtsall other considerations.
